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“But o][Zzim are ye in C’erist]esus, who o][ God is made unto us wisa’om,
and righteousness, and sancti][ication, and rea’emption ?

1 Corinthians 1:30

f all the verses in the book of GO(i, this which I have now read to you is, | ]Jelieve, one of
b

8r? the most comprehensive: What giaci ticiings does it i)ring to believers! What precious
priviieges are they herein invested with! How are tiiey here led to the fountain of them aii, I mean
the love, the everlasting love of God the Father! “Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is

made unto us WiS(iorn, and righteousness, and sanctiiication, and re&ernp’cion.’7

%X\
& X

Without reierring you to the context, I shall from these words, ][irst, point out to you the fountain
from which all those iyiessings flow, which the elect of God partaize of in Jesus Christ, “who of
God is made unto us....” And second, I shall consider what these i)iessings are, “Wisciom, and

rigiiteousness, and sanctification, and reciemption."
THE FOUNTAIN

FIRST, I would point out to you THE FOUNTAIN from which all those ioiessings flow, that the
elect of God par’caize of in Jesus, “who of God is made unto us....” THE FATHER, He it is who is
spoizen of here. Not as tilougii Jesus Christ was not God aiso; but God the Father is the fountain
of the Deity; and, if we consider Jesus Christ acting as Mediator, God the Father is greater than
He. There was an eternal contract between the Father and the Son: “I have made a covenant with
my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant” (Psaim 89:3). Now David was a type of Chris’c,
with whom the Father made a covenant, that if he would oi)ey and suiier, and make himself a
sacrifice for sin, he should “see his see(i, he shall proiong his (iays, and the pieasure of the Lord
shall prosper in his hands” (Isaiah 53:10).

Our Lord refers to this compact in that giorious prayer recorded in ]oiin 17. There he prays for,
or rather demands with a full assurance, all that were given to him i)y the Father: “Father, I will
that ti'iey also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am” (]oiin 17:24). For this same
reason the apostie breaks out into praises of God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—for

he loved the elect with an everiasting love, or as our Lord expresses it, “before the foundation of

the world” (John 17:24b).

And thereiore, to show them to whom they were beholden for their saivation, our Lor(i, in
Matthew 25, represents himself, saying, “Come, ye blessed children of my Father, receive the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). And thus, in
repiy to the mother of Zebedee’s children, he says, [t “is not mine to give, but it shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared of the Father” (Matthew 20:23). The apostle therefore, when here
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spealzing of the Christian’s privileges, lest they should sacrifice to their own worth, or think their
salvation was owing to their own faith£ulness, or improvement of their own free wiﬂ, reminds
them to look back on the everlasting love of God the Father, “who of God is made unto us

wisclom, and righ’ceousness, and sanctification, and redemption."

Would to God this point of doctrine was considered more, and people were more studious of the
covenant o][ reJemption between the Father and the Son! We should not then have so much
clisputing against the doctrine of election, or hear it condemned (even Ly goocl men) as a doctrine
of devils. For my own part, | cannot see how true humbleness of mind can be attained without a
12nowledge of it. Though I will not say that every one who denies election is a bad man, yet | will
say, with that sweet singer Mr. Trail, it is a very bad sign.

Such a one, whoever he be, [ think cannot truly know himself. For if we deny elec’cion, we must,
partly at leas’c, glory in ourselves ; but our re(lemption is so ordered that no flesh should glory in the
divine presence. Hence it is that the pricle of man opposes this doctrine, because accorcling to this
doctrine and no other—“He that glorie’ch, let him glory [only] in the Lord” (1Corinthians 1:31).

But what shall I say? Election is a mystery that shines with such resplendent brightness that, to
make use of the words of one who has drank (leeply of elec’cing 1ove, it dazzles the weak eyes of
some of God’s dear children. However, though they know it not, all the Messings t}ley receive, all
the privileges they do or will enjoy through Jesus Christ, flow from the everlasting love of God the
Father: “But of him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and

7

righteousness, and sanctification, and reclemption.’

SECONDLY, I come to show WHAT THESE BLESSINGS ARE, which are here, ’chrough Christ,

ma(le over to ’clle elec’c.

WispoM

Christ is made to them WISDOM ; but wherein does true wisdom consist? Was I to ask some of you,
perhaps you would say, in inclulging the lust of the flesh, and saying to your souls, “eat, drink, and
be merry.” But this is only the wisdom of brutes; they have as good a gust and relish for sensual
pleasures as the greatest epicure on carth. Others would tell me true wisdom consisted in aclcling
house to house, and field to field, and caﬂing lands after their own names. But this cannot be true
wisdom, for riches often take to them wings and ﬂy away like an eagle towards heaven. Even wisdom
itself assures us that “a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he
possesse‘ch;" vanity, vanity, all these things are vanity. If riches leave not the owner, the owners
must soon leave them, for rich men must also clie, and leave their riches for others. Their riches

cannot procure them redemption from the grave, whither we are all hastening apace.

But perhaps you despise riches and pleasure, and therefore place wisdom in the lenowleclge of
books. But it is possiMe for you to tell the numbers of the stars, and call them all I)y their names,
and yet be mere fools. Learned men are not always wise; nay, our common 1earning so much cried

up, makes men only so many accomplishecl fools.

To 1zeep you therefore no longer in suspense, and withal to humble you, | will send you to a

heathen school, to learn what true wisdom is: “know tlzyse/f” was a saying of one of the wise men
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of Greece. This is certainiy true wisdom, and this is that wisdom spoieen of in the text, and which
Jesus Christ has made to all elect sinners. They are made to know themselves, so as not to think
more highiy of themselves than they ought to think. Before they were (iarizness; now they are
iight in the Lord; and in that iight they see their own darkness. They now bewail themselves as
fallen creatures hy nature, dead in trespasses and sins, sons and heirs of heii, and children of
wrath. They now see that all their righteousnesses are but as tiithy rags; that there is no health in
their souis; that they are poor and miserahie, hiinct, and naizect; and that “There is none other
name under heaven given among men, wherehy we must be saved” (Acts 4:12), but that of Jesus
Christ. They see the necessity of ciosing with a Savior, and behold the wisdom of God in
appointing him to be a Savior; they are also made Wiiiing to accept of salvation upon our Lord’s

own terms, and to receive him as their all in all. Thus Christ is made to them wisdom.

RIGHTEOUSNESS

“Who of God is made unto us WiS(iom, and RIGHTEOUSNESS;” Christ’s whole personai
righteousness is made over to them, and accounted theirs. Being enabled to iay hold on Christ hy
taith, God the Father blots out their transgressions, as with a thick ciouct; their sins and their
iniquities he remembers no more (Hehrews 10:17); they are made the righteousness of God in
Jesus, who is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth (Romans 10:4). In
one sense, God now sees no sin in them; the whole covenant of works is fulfilled in them; they
are actuaiiy justitieci, acquitteci, and looked upon as righteous in the sight of God. They are
pertectiy acceptect in the Beloved; they are compiete in him. The tiaming sword of God’s wrath,
which before moved every way, is now removed, and free access given to the tree of life. They are

enabled now to reach out the arm of taith, and piuciz and live for evermore.

Hence it is that the apostie, under a sense of this blessed priviiege, breaks out into this
triumphant ianguage; It is Christ that justities, who is he that condemns? (Romans 8:34). Does
sin condemn? Christ’s righteousness delivers believers from the guiit of it: Christ is their Savior
and is become a propitiation for their sins: who therefore shall iay any thing to the charge of
God’s elect? Does the law condemn? By having Christ’s righteousness imputed to them, they are
dead to the law as a covenant of Wories; Christ has fulfilled it for them, and in their stead. Does
death threaten them? They need not fear: The sting of death is sin, the strength of sin is the law;
but God has given them the victory, hy imputing to them the righteousness of the Lord Jesus.

And what a priviiege is here! Well might the angeis at the birth of Christ say to the humble
shephercis, “Behold, 1 hring you giaci ticiings of great joy ; unto you that believe in Christ, “a
Savior is born” (Luiee 2:11). And well may they rejoice at the conversion of poor sinners: for the
Lord is their righteousness. They have peace with God, through faith in Christ’s blood, and shall
never enter into condemnation. O believers! (tor this discourse is intended in a speciai manner for
you) lift up your heads; “Rejoice in the Lord aiways: again [ say, rejoice” (Phiiippians 4:4). Christ
is made to you of God, righteousness, what then should you fear: you are made the righteousness
of God in him; He is caiie(i, “The Lord our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6). Of what then should
you be afraid? What shall separate you henceforward from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No: I am persuaded,

neither death, nor life, nor angeis, nor principaiities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
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come, nor tleigtlt, nor clepttl, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate you from the love
of God (Romans &:39), which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, “who of God is made unto

us.. .rigtlteousness. ”

This is a giorious priviiege for the children of God, but this is oniy the ]oeginning of the i'iappiness
of believers ; tor, observe what follows.

SANCTIFICATION

Christ is not oniy made unto them righteousness, but SANCTIFICATION. By sanctification, I do
not mean a bare tiypocriticai attendance on outward ordinances (ttiougii rigtitiy informed
Christians will think it their (iuty and priviiege constantiy to attend on all outward orciinances).
Nor do I mean t)y sanctitication, a bare outward retormation, and a few transient convictions, or
a little iegai sorrow; for all this an unsanctified man may have. But, t)y sanctification, I mean a
total renovation of the whole man. By the righteousness of Christ, believers become iegaiiy alive;
i)y His sanctification, ttiey are made spirituaiiy alive. By one ttiey are entitled to giory; t)y the other
tiiey are made meet ][or giory. Ti'iey are sanctified therefore tilrougi'iout in spirit, soul, and i)ociy.

Their unc]erstanc]ings , which were before ciariz, now become iigilt in the Lord: and their wills , before

contrary to, now become one with the will of God:

o their aﬁ[ections are now set on ttiings above;

o their memory is now filled with divine tilings ;

* their natural consciences are now eniigiitene(i;

¢ their members, which were before instruments of uncleanness, and of iniquity unto iniquity, are now
instruments of righteousness and true holiness;

* in short, ttiey are NEW CREATURES; “old ttiings are passe(i away, all ti1ings are become new.”

In their hearts, sin has now no ionger dominion over them; tiiey are freed from the power, ttiougti
not the indweiiing and ]oeing of it. Ttley are tloiy both in heart and life, in all manner of
conversation. Tiley are made partaizers of a divine nature; and from Jesus Christ, ti'iey receive
grace for grace. Every grace that is in Christ is copiect and transcribed into their souls: ttiey are
transformed into His iiizeness; He is formed within ti'iem; ti'iey dwell in Him, and He in ti'iem;
tiiey are led i)y the Spirit, and t)ring forth the fruits thereof; ttiey know that Christ is their
Immanuel, God with and in them; ttley are 1iving tempies of the Hoiy Ghost. And therefore,
t)eing a tioiy habitation unto the Lorct, the whole Trinity dwells and walks in tilern; even tiere,
ttiey sit togettier with Christ in tieaveniy piaces, and are Vitaiiy united to tiim, their tlea(i, t)y a
iiVing faith. Their Recleerner, their Maieer, is their Hus]aan(i; ti'iey are flesh of his tiesil, bone of
his i)one; tiiey taiiz, ttiey walk with i'iirn, as a man talketh and walketh with his friend. In SilOl’t,
ttley are one with Christ, even as Jesus Christ and the Father are one.

Thus is Christ made to believers SANCTIFICATION. And Oh what a privilege is this! to be
ctiange(i from beasts into saints, and from a devilish to be made partaieers of a divine nature; to be
translated from the izingciom of Satan, into the ieing(iom of God’s dear Son! To put off the old
man which is corrupt, and to put on the new man, which is created after Goct, in rigiiteousness
and true holiness. Oh what an unspeaizaiole ]oiessing is this! T almost stand amazed at the
conternpiation thereof. Well migiit the apostie exhort the believers to rejoice in the Lord; indeed
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Jchey have reason always to rejoice, yea, to rejoice on a dying bed; for the 1zingdom of God is in
them; they are change(l from glory to glory, even Ly the spirit of the Lord.

Well may this be a mystery to the natural, for it is a mystery even to the spiritual man himself—a
mystery which he cannot fathom. Does it not often dazzle your eyes, Oh ye children of God, to
look at your own ]:)rightness, when the candle of the Lord shines out, and your Redeemer lifts up
the 1ig}1t of His blessed countenance upon your souls. Are you not astonished, when you feel the
love of God shed abroad in your hearts, by the Holy Ghost, and God holds out the golclen scepter of
His mercy, and bids you ask what you will, and it shall be given you (John 16:17)7 Does not that
peace of God, which 1zeeps and rules your hearts, surpass the utmost limits of your unclerstanclings?
And is not the joy you feel unspealzalole? Is it not full of glory? [ am persua(lecl it is; and in your
secret communion, when the Lord’s love flows in upon your souls, you are as it were swallowed up
in, or, to use the apostle’s phrase, “filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19). Are you not
ready to cry out with Solomon, “And will the Lord, incleed, dwell thus with men? How is it that we
should be thus Jchy sons and claughters, O Lord God Almigh’cy!”

If you are children of God, and know what it is to have feﬂowship with the Father and his Son; if
you walk loy faith and not ]oy sight, I am assured this is frequently the 1anguage of your hearts.

But look forward and see an unbounded prospect of eternal happiness lying before thee, O
believer! What thou hast already received are only the first fruits, like the cluster of grapes
lorought out of the land of Canaan; only an earnest and pledge of yet infinitely better things to
come: the harvest to follow. Thy grace is hereafter to be swallowed up in glory. Thy great Joshua,
and merciful High Priest, shall administer an abundant entrance to thee into the land of promise,
that rest which awaits the children of God: for Christ is not only made to ]:)elievers, wisclom,

righteousness, and sanctification, but also reclemption.
But, before we enter upon the explana’cion and contempla’cion of this privilege,

FIRST, Learn hence the great mistake of those writers and clergy who, notwithstanding they talk
of sanctification and inward holiness, (as indeed sometimes Jchey do, though in a very loose and
superﬁcial manner), yet they generaﬂy make it the cause, whereas they should consider it as the
eﬁ[ect, of our justiﬁca’tion. Of him “are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom,
and l‘igl'l’ceousness,’7 and then sanctification. For Christ’s righteousness, or that which Christ has
done in our stead without us, is the sole cause of our acceptance in the sight of God and of all
holiness wrough’c in us. To this and not to the 1igh’c within, or any thing wrought in us, does God
look favorahly upon us.

Our sanctification at best, in this life, is not complete. Though we are delivered from the power,
we are not freed from the in—l)eing of sin. Not only the dominion, but the in—l)eing of sin, is
forbidden l)y the perfect law of God: for it is not said, thou shalt not give way to lust, but, thou
shalt not lust. So that whilst the principle of lust remains in the least degree in our hearts, though
we are otherwise never so holy, yet we cannot, on account of that, hope for acceptance with God.
We must first therefore look for a righ’ceousness without us, even the righteousness of our Lord
Jesus Christ. For this reason the apostle mentions it, and puts it before sanctification in the
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words of the text. And whosoever teacheth any other doctrine, doth not preactl the truth as it is in

Jesus.

SECONDLY, From hence aiso, the Antinomians and formal iiypocrites may be contute(i, who talk of
Christ without, but know notiiing experimentaﬂy, of a work of sanctification wrougiit within them.
Whatever ttiey may pretenci to, since Christ is not in tiiem, the Lord is not their righteousness, and
ttiey have no well groun(ie(i tlope of giory. For ttiougti sanctification is not the cause, yet it is the
effect of our acceptance with Goci; “who of God is made unto us...rigtiteousness and
sanctification.” He therefore that is reaiiy in Christ is a new creature. It is not going back to a
covenant of works to look into our tiearts, and seeing that tiiey are ciiange(i and renewecl, from

thence form a comfortable and well grounciect assurance of the satety of our state.

No, but this is what we are directed to in Scripture: ]oy our Lringing forth the fruits, we are to
juctge whether or no we ever did truiy partaiee of the Spirit of God. “We know (says ]Ol’ll’l) that we
are passe(i from death unto iite, because we love the brethren.” And however we may talk of
Christ’s righteousness, and exclaim against iegai preaciiers, yet if we are not tioiy in heart and life,
if we are not sanctified and renewed i)y the Spirit in our mincts, we are seit—(ieceivers, we are oniy
formal tlypocrites—tor we must not put asunder what God has joine(i togettler. We must izeep the
medium between the two extremes: not insist so much on the one hand upon Christ witllout, as to
exclude Christ within, as an evidence of our t)eing His, and as a preparation for future tiappiness;
nor on the other hand, so ciepenci on inherent righteousness or holiness Wrougiit in us, as to
exclude the rigtiteousness of Jesus Christ without us.

REDEMPTION

Let us now go on, and take a view of the other iiniz, or rather the en(i, of the believer’s goicien
chain of priviieges—REDEMPTION. But we must look very tiigti; for the top of it, like ]acotfs
iaci(ier, reaches iieaven, where all believers will ascenci, and be piaceci at the rigiit hand of God.

“Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

This is a goi(ien chain indeed! An(i, what is best of aH, not one link can ever be broken asunder
from another. Were there no other text in the book of God, this singie one sutticientiy proves the
][ina/ perseverance of all true believers: for never did God yet justity a man, whom he did not
sanctity; nor sanctity one whom he did not compieteiy redeem and giority. No, as for God, his
way, his woriz, is pertect; He aiways carried on and finished the work he t)egan. Thus it was in the
first, so it is in the new creation. When God says, " Let there be iigtit,” there is 1igt1t, 1igt1t that
shines more and more unto the pertect ctay, when believers enter into their eternal rest as God
entered into His. Those whom God has justitie(i, He has in effect gioritie(i: for as a man’s
worthiness was not the cause of God’s giving him Christ’s rigtiteousness, so neither shall his
unworthiness be a cause of his taizing it away. God’s gitts and caiiings are without repentance
(Romans 11:29); and I cannot think ttiey are clear in the notion of Christ’s rigtlteousness, who
cteny the final perseverance of the saints. I fear tiiey understand justitication in that low sense, in
which T understood it a few years ago, as impiying no more than remission of sins: but it not oniy
signities remission of sins past, but also a federal rigtit to all gooci tiiings to come. If God has
given us his oniy Son, how will he not with him treeiy give us all tiiings (Romans &:32)7
Ttleretore, the apostie, after he says, “Who of God is made unto us...rigtiteousness," does not
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say, perhaps He may be made to us sanctification and redemption; but He is made: for there is an
eternal, indissoluble connection between these blessed privileges. As the obedience of Christ is
imputed to them also: and it argues great ignorance of the covenant of grace and redemption to

object against it.

By the word reclemption, we are to unclerstancl, not only a complete deliverance from all evﬂ, but
also a full enjoyment of all good both in ]oody and soul. I say both in ]oody and soul, for the Lord
is also for the Lo&y; the bodies of the saints in this life are temples of the Holy Ghost. God makes
a covenant with the dust of l)elievers; after cleath, though worms des’troy them, yet even in their
flesh shall they see God. | fear, incleecl, there are some sadducees in our clays, or at least heretics,
who say cither that there is no resurrection of the ]:)ocly, or that the resurrection is past alreacly,
namely in our regeneration. Hence it is, that our Lord’s coming in the flesh, at the clay of

juclgment, is denied.

Consequently, we must throw aside the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. For Why should we
remember the Lord’s death until he come to juclgment, when he is alreacly come to juclge our
hearts, and will not come a second time? But all this is only the reasoning of unlearned, unstable
men, who certainly know not what they say, or whereof they affirm. That we must follow our
Lord in the regeneration, be partalzers of a new Lirth, and that Christ must come into our hearts,
we freely confess; and we hope when spealzing of these things, we spealz no more than what we
know and feel. But then it is plain that Jesus Christ will come hereafter to juclgment, and that he
ascended into heaven with the body which he had here on earth; for says he, after his resurrection,
“handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). And
it is plain, that Christ’s resurrection was an earnest of ours: for says the apostle, “But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1Corinthians 15:20).
And as in Adam all die and are su]aject to mor’cali’cy; so all that are in Christ, the second Adam
who represented believers as their federal head, shall certainly be made alive, or rise again with
their bodies at the last clay.

Here then, QO believers! is one, though the lowest, clegree of that re(lemption which you are to be
partalzers of hereafl:er; I mean, the redemption of your bodies, “For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on irnrnor’cali’cy77 (1Corinthians 156:53). Your bodies, as
well as souls, were given to Jesus Christ by the Father: they have been companions in Wa’cching,
and fasting, and praying. Your bodies therefore, as well as souls, shall Jesus Christ raise up at the
last clay. Lean not, tllere£ore, @) Lelievers, to look into the grave; for to you it is no other than a
consecrated dormitory, where your bodies shall sleep quie‘cly until the morning of the
resurrection—when the voice of the archangel shall souncl, and the trump of God give the general
alarm, “Arise, ye dead, and come to judgmen’c.” Barth, air, fire, water, shall give up your scattered
atoms, and both in })o&y and soul shall you be ever with the Lord. T doubt not but many of you
are groaning under crazy Loclies, and complain often that the mortal body weighs down the
immortal soul—at least this is my case. But let us have a little patience, and we shall be delivered
from our earthly prisons; ere 1ong, these tabernacles of clay shall be dissolved, and we shall be
clothed with our house which is from heaven. Hereafter our bodies shall be spiritualized, and shall
be so far from hindering our souls through wealzness, that ’chey shall become strong; so strong, as

to bear up under an exceecling and eternal weight of glory. Others again may have deformed
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]oodies, emaciated also with siclzness, and worn out with labor and age; but wait a little until your
blessed change Ly death comes. Then your bodies shall be renewed and made glorious, like unto
Christ’s glorious l)ocly, of which we may form some faint idea from the account given us of our
Lord’s transfiguration on the Mount. It then is saicl, “His face did shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the hght” (Matthew 17:2). Well then may a believer break out into the
apostle’s triumphant 1anguage, “O death, where is thy sting! O grave, where is thy victory!”
(1Corinthians 15:55).

But what is reclemption, of the Lody, in comparison to the redemption of the better part, our
souls? | must, there£ore, say to you Lelievers, as the angel said to John, “Come up hither, " and let
us take as clear a view as we can, at such a clistance, of the re(lemption Christ has purchasecl for
you, and will shortly put you in actual possession of. Already you are justiﬂed, already you are
sanctified, and therehy freed from the guilt and dominion of sin. But as I have observed, the
being and inclweﬂing of sin yet remains in you; God sees it proper to leave some Amalekites in the
land, to lzeep his Israel in action. The most perfect Christian, I am persuaded, must agree,
accor(ling to one of our articles, that the corruption of nature remains even in the regenerate;
that “the flesh lusteth [always] against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh” (Gala’cians 5:17).
Thus the believers cannot do things for God with that perfection they desire. This grieves their
righ’teous souls day l)y day, and with the holy apostle makes them to cry out, “Who shall deliver
me from the bocly of this death” (Romans 7:24)!' 1 thank God that our Lord Jesus Christ will, but
not completely before the day of our dissolution. Then will the very being of sin be clestroyed, and
an eternal stop put to inbred, indweﬂing corruption. And is not this a great redemption? [ am
sure believers esteem it so: for there is nothing grieves the heart of a child of God so much as the

remains of inclweﬂing sin.

Again, believers are often in heaviness t}lrough manifold temptations; God sees that it is needful
and goocl for them so to be. Though they may be highly favored and Wrapped up in communion
with God even to the third heavens, yet a messenger of Satan is often sent to buffet them lest
they should be pugecl up with the abundance of revelations. But be not weary, be not faint in
your minds: the time of your complete redemption draweth nigh. In heaven the wicked one shall
cease from trou]aling you, and your weary souls shall enjoy an everlasting rest; his fiery darts
cannot reach those blissful regions. Satan will never come any more to appear Witl’l, disturl), or
accuse the sons of God, when once the Lord Jesus Christ shuts the door. Your righteous souls are
now grieve(l, clay ]oy clay, at the ungoclly conversation of the wicked; tares now grow up among the

wheat; wolves come in sheep’s clothing.

But the re&emption spolzen of in the text will free our souls from all anxiety on these accounts.
Hereafter you shall enjoy a per£ect communion of saints. N othing that is unholy or unsanctified
shall enter into the holy of holies, which is prepared for you above. This, and all manner of evil
whatsoever, you shall be delivered from when your redemption is hereafter made comple’ce in
heaven. Not only so, but you shall enter into the full enjoyment of all good. It is true, all saints
will not have the same clegree of happiness, but all will be as happy as their hearts can desire.
Believers, you shall ju(lge evil, and familiarly converse with good angels: you shall sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, Jaco]o, and all the spirits of just men made perfec’c. And to sum up all your
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happiness in one wor(i, you shall see God the Father, Son, and Hoiy Ghost; anoi, hy seeing Goci,

be more and more like unto him, and pass from giory to giory, even to all eternity.

But [ must stop: the giories of the upper world crowd in so fast upon my soui, that I am lost in
the contempiation of them. Brethren, the recternption spoizen of is unutterahie; we cannot here
find it out. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the hearts of the most hoiy
men iiving, to conceive how great it is (ICorinthians 2:9). Was I to entertain you whole ages with
an account of it, when you come to heaven you must say with the queen of Sheba, “Behold, the
half was not told me [no, not the one thousandth part!]” (1Kings 10:7). All we can do here is to
go upon Mount Pisgah, and hy the eye of faith take a distant view of the promisect land. We may
see it, as Abraham did Christ, afar ott, and rejoice in it; but here we oniy know in part. Blessed be
God, there is a time coming, when we shall know GO(i, even as we are iznown, and God be all in
all. “Lord Jesus, accompiish the number of thine elect! Lord Jesus, hasten thy izingctorn!’7

WARNING TO THE LOST

And now, where are the scoffers of these last (iays, who count the lives of Christians to be
mactness, and their end to be without honor? Unhappy men! you know not what you do. Were
your eyes open, and had you senses to discern spirituai things, you would not speaie all manner of
evil against the children of Goci, but you would esteem them as the excellent ones of the earth,
and envy their happiness. Your souls would hunger and thirst after it; you also would become
fools for Christ’s sake. You boast of wisdom, so did the philosophers of Corinth; but your wisdom
is the foolishness of toiiy in the sight of God.

What will your wisdom avail you, if it does not make you wise unto salvation? Can you, with all
your wisdom, propose a more consistent scheme to build your hopes of salvation on, than what
has been now laid down before you? Can you, with all the strength of natural reason, find out a
better way of acceptance with God, than hy the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ? Is it right

to think your own works can in any measure deserve or procure it?

If not, Why will you not believe in him? Why will you not submit to his righteousness? Can you
cieny that you are fallen creatures? Do not you find that you are full of ctisor(iers, and that these
disorders make you unhappy? Do not you find that you cannot change your own hearts? Have
you not resolved many and many a time, and have not your corruptions yet dominion over you?
Are you not bond-slaves to your lust, and led captive hy the devil at his will?

Why then will you not come to Christ for sanctification? Do you not desire to die the death of
the righteous, and that your future state may be like theirs? I am persuacie(i you cannot bear the
thought of heing annihiiate(i, much less of heing miserable for ever. Whatever you may pretenct, if
you speaiz truth, you must confess that conscience breaks in upon you in your more sober
intervals, whether you will or not, and even constrains you to believe that hell is no paintect fire.

And Why then will you not come to Christ? He alone can procure you everlasting recternption.

Haste, haste away to Him, poor heguiieci sinners. You lack wisdom; ask it of Christ. Who knows
but He may give it you? He is able: for He is the wisdom of the Father; He is that wisdom which
was from everlasting. You have no righteousness; away, therefore, to Christ: He is the end of the
law for righteousness to every one that believeth. You are unhoiy; flee to the Lord Jesus: He is full
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of grace and truth; and of His fullness, all may receive that believe in Him. You are as if afraid to
die; let this drive you to Christ: He has the 1zeys of death and hell. In Him is plenteous
redemption; He alone can open the door which leads to everlasting life.

Let not, therefore, the deceived reasoner boast any 1onger of his pre’cenclecl reason. Whatever you
may think, it is the most unreasonable thing in the world not to believe on Jesus Christ, whom God
hath sent. Why, Why will you die? Why will you not come unto him that you may have life? Oh!
every one that thirsteth, come unto the waters of life and drink £reely: Come, ]:)uy without money
and without price (Isaiah 55:1). Were these blessed privileges in the text to be purchased with
money, you might say, we are poor, and cannot lauy. Or were Jcl'ley to be conferred only on sinners
of such a rank or (legree, then you might say, how can such sinners as we expect to be so highly
favored? But they are to be freely given of God to the worst of sinners. To us, says the apostle; to

me a persecutor, to you Corin’chians, who were unclean, clrunlearcls, covetous persons, idolaters.

Therefore, each poor sinner may say then, Why not unto me? Has Christ but one Messing? What
if he has blessed millions alreacly, Ly turning them away from their iniquities. Yet he still
continues the same: he lives for ever to make intercession, and therefore will bless you, even you
also. Though, Esau-like, you have been profane and hitherto despised your heavenly Father's
Lirthright; even now, if you l:)elieve, Christ will be made to you of Go&, “wisclom, and

7

righteousness, and sanctification, and reclemption.’
CHARGE TO BELIEVERS

But I must turn again to believers for whose instruction, as I observed before, this discourse was
particularly intended. You see, brethren, par’talzers of the heavenly caﬂing, what great l)lessings are
treasured up for you in Jesus Christ your head, and what you are entitled to l)y I)elieving on his
name. Take hee(l, there£ore, that ye walk Wor’chy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. Think
often how highly you are favorecl; and remem})er, you have not chosen Christ, but Christ hath

chosen you.

Put on (as the elect of God) humbleness of mind and glory, but let it be only in the Lord: for you
have no’ching but what you have received of God. By nature, ye were as foolish, as unholy, and in
as damnable a condition as others. Be piti£u1, therefore, be courteous; ancl, as sanctification is a
progressive work, beware of thinlzing you have already attained. Let him that is holy, be holy still;
12nowing that he who is most pure in heart, shall hereafter enjoy the clearest vision of God. Let
indweﬂing sin be your daily I)urden; and not only bewail and lament, but sce that you subdue it
claily loy the power of divine grace. Look up to Jesus continuaﬂy to be the finisher, as well as the
author of your faith.

Build not on your own faithfulness, but on God’s unchangeableness. Take heed of thinlzing you
stand Ly the power of your own free will. The everlas’cing love of God the Father must be your
only hope and consolation: let this support you under all trials. Remember that God’s gi{'ts and
caHings are without repentance; that Christ having once loved you, will love you to the end. Let
this constrain you to obedience, and not only be your wisdom, and righteousness, and

sanctification, but also your complete and everlas’cing redemption.

“G/ory be to God in the lziglzest/ 7
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All but ][orgotten Z)y many, George leiteﬁeltj was perlzaps the most well know re/igious
][igure o][ the eiglzteent]q century. Newspapers called him the "marvel o][ the age."
leite][ie/a[ was a preaclzer capala/e o][ commanaiing the attention o][ thousands tlzrougl)

the sheer power 0][ his preaclzing. In his /i][etime it is estimated, he preaclzeal at least
18,000 times to as many as 10 million hearers.

In 1730, leite][ie/a’ set out ][or a preacking tour of the American colonies. leite][ie/d
selected Pki/aa’e/plzia—tlze most cosmopo/itan city in the New World—as his ][frst
American stop. But even the largest churches could not hold the 8,000 who came to see
lzim, so he took them outdoors. Every stop a/ong leite][ie/c['s trip was marked Zay record
audiences, oﬁen exceealing the popu/ation o][ the towns in which he preaclzea[. leite][ie/cl
was oﬂen surprisec] at how crowds "so scattered aZJroaa], can be gatltereai at so short a
warning." The crowds were somewhat rowazy and were described as "e/lwwing, s}zoving,
and tramp/ing one another in order to hear o][ divine tlu'ngs' ][rom the ][ameal
leite][ie/a[. " Once he started preaclling, the unru/y crowds were quick/y spe//]aouna].
"Hven in London," erite][ie/d remarked, "I never observed so pro][ouna] a silence."
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